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but in several of the Buddhist books it appears as a part or
city of that country. Fa-hsien explains the name as meaning
"cut off head" as if the second part of the word were
sira. Another author translates it by sio-slrih (|fij ^) or
"severed rock",1 and another by ts'o-sluh (g ^) or
"chiseled rock;2 it is rendered by "rock-cave",3 and inter-
preted as meaning "the Rock of the Takkas". The Pali
form of the name is Takkasila. In very old times, it is
fabled, a city called Bhadrasila was on the site afterwards
occupied by Takshasila,4 and in modern times the latter
has also had the name Marikala.5 Baron Hugel thought
that the site of the old city corresponded with that of
the present Rawal-Pindi,6 but Cunningham places the site
of Takshasila at the modern Shahdheri, a mile to the
north-east of Kalaka-serai. There seems to be much in
favour of Cunningham's identification which has been gene-
rally accepted.7 According to the statements in the
Buddhist books Takshasila was at one time an important
trading centre, and a great seat of learning specially
famed for its medical teachers.8 It formed a part of
Asoka's empire; and that sovereign, and after him his son,
were viceroys appointed to reside at it before they suc-
ceeded to the throne. 9

Above 70 li to the north-west of the capital was the tank of
the I-lo-po-ta-lo (Elapattra) Dragon-king above 100 paces in
circuit, its limpid water beautiful with various-coloured lotuses.
This dragon was the bhikshu who in the time of Kasyapa

*  Hsing-chi-ching, ch. 38.

2  A-yii-wang-ching, ch. 10.

3  B. g. in A-yu-wang-hsi-huai-mu-yin-yuan-ching (Bun. No. 1367).
It is sometimes doubtful whether the name "Rock-cave" is applied
to Takshasila or to Gandhara.

*  Bud. Lit. Nep. p. 310.

s Alberuni Vol. i, p. 302.

i* Travels in Kashmir and the Panjab p. 230 et al.
7 A. G. I. p. 104; Me Crindle's Invasion of India by Alexander
the Great p. 342.

3 Ta-chuang-yen-lun-ching, ch. 8, 15.

9 Divyav. p. 371; A-yii-wang-chuan, ch. 1.